Uglies
by Scott Westerfeld

Part One – Turning Pretty

New Pretty Town – pgs. 3-10

Discussion Question:

Would you rather be pretty and dumb, or average looking and smart? Answers will vary
Identify:

Tally Youngblood, Peris Tally is the main character and an Ugly, Peris is her best friend and a Pretty
Comprehension Questions:

1. Why does Tally sneak out of her room? to go see Peris in New Pretty Town
2. What is the significance of the pig mask? it is ironic that of all the masks Tally picks up, she picks up the pig mask which represents how she sees herself
Best Friends Forever – pgs. 11-22

Comprehension Questions:

1. What is a bungee jacket? a jacket that bounces when you fall off a high place
2. What kinds of things get changed when you become a pretty? you get new skin, your features become symmetrical, your teeth get stronger, etc.
3. When Tally asks Peris if they are best friends, what does Peris mean when he replies, “In three months.” Tally is nothing now as an Ugly and even Peris can’t be with her until she is Pretty
Shay – pgs. 23-31

Identify:

Shay a new girl that Tally hangs out with over the summer
Comprehension Questions:

1. How does Tally meet Shay? Shay is also spying on New Pretty Town
2. Describe a Middle Pretty. an older, more mature version of a Pretty with authority
Wipe Out – pgs. 32-38

Comprehension Questions:

1. Explain the mechanics of hoverboarding. similar to a skateboard, but hovering off the ground, crash bracelets help you if you fall off the board, a belly sensor lets the board know center of gravity
2. What do Tally and Shay have in common? they have the same birthday
Facing the Future – pgs. 39-45

Comprehension Questions:

1. What is symmetrical? even, same
2. What is the purpose of becoming “pretty”? so that everyone has similar features, no jealousy, no war
Pretty Boring – pgs. 46-52

Comprehension Question:

1. What are the Rusty Ruins? What do they represent to Tally and Shay? they are the remains of a past city, they learn about them in school and show what humans in the past did to cities and nature
Rapids – pgs. 53-60

Comprehension Questions:
1. Read the following quote by Shay:

“Out here, you find out that the city fools you about how things really work.”

What does Tally mean when she responds, “I kind of like being fooled about some things.” she likes being ignorant about some things
2. Explain how the hoverboards are able to function within the city limits. they use magnetism, the city has a steel grid under it
The Rusty Ruins – pgs. 61-68
Comprehension Questions:

1. Who are the Rusties? us, the humans of the past
2. What do kids learn about (and think about) the Rusties and the way they lived? they are taught that in the past, humans squandered things and hurt nature, they also fought wars over stupid things
3. Why doesn’t Shay tell Tally about the gap in the roller coaster? to make the experience more exciting
Waiting for David – pgs. 69-75

Fight – pgs. 76-84

Comprehension Questions:

1. What trick do Tally and Shay play on the incoming Uglies? they pretend to fight and fall off the top shelves in the library
2. Why does Shay want to stay ugly? Why does Tally want to be pretty? Shay doesn’t want anyone telling what she should and should not look like, Tally wants to be pretty and be with Peris and party all the time
Last Trick – pgs. 85-95

Discussion Questions:

Why do you think the age for becoming a Pretty is set at 16? Answers will vary
What does this mean: If everyone is ugly, then no one is ugly. Answers will vary
Comprehension Questions:

1. Where does Shay want to go with Tally and why? Shay wants Tally to run away with her to the Smoke because she doesn’t want to have the operation and she wants Tally to come with her
2.  Compare/contrast Shay’s and Tally’s views on being pretty. Shay thinks that everyone is already pretty and that they are raised to think of themselves as ugly, Tally believes what she is taught about evolution and the fact that people naturally want to see things that are  pretty
Operation – pgs. 96-101

Comprehension Question:
1. Why does Tally hesitate about the operation? she has started to think about what Shay said and is uncertain about how she will feel after the operation
Special Circumstances – pgs. 102-110

Identify:

Dr. Cable the special who wants Tally to betray Shay
Comprehension Questions:

1. What is a Cruel Pretty? a Special, they are pretty but have some weird features
2. Why is Tally’s operation cancelled? Because Dr. Cable wants to use her to find the Smoke
3. What does Special Circumstances want Tally to do? follow after Shay and betray her and the Smoke
Ugly for Life – pgs. 111-119

Identify:

Ellie, Sol Tally’s parents
Comprehension Question:

1. What makes Tally doubt Sol’s advice? he seems to not quite understand the seriousness of the situation
Peris – pgs. 120-128

Discussion Question:

What could make you break a promise to a friend? Answers will vary
Comprehension Questions:

1. Why are Specials so interesting? no one has really seen one, they are a rumor, the boogie men
2. Why does Peris come to visit Tally? to find out why she hasn’t become a Pretty yet and to convince her to join him
Infiltrator – pgs. 129-135

Comprehension Question:

1. What must Tally do to become a Pretty? follow the directions Shay left and then signal Dr. Cable when she gets to the Smoke
Part Two – The Smoke

Leaving – pgs. 139-146

Comprehension Question:

1. What do you think Tally is following in Shay’s directions? a railroad track
Spagbol – pgs. 147-155

Comprehension Questions:

1. How does Tally “survive” outside the city? she has been given camping gear by Dr. Cable including a sleeping bag, water purifier and dehydrated food
2. What is Spagbol? Spaghetti Bolognese
3. How does the hoverboard recharge? it uses solar energy to recharge during the day
The Worst Mistake – pgs. 156-163

Comprehension Questions:

1. What is the “worst mistake”? she leaves the bridge and heads down the cliff
2. How does Tally get carried away from her camp? she jumps in the river to bathe and gets carried away by the current
The Side You Despise – pgs. 164-171

Discussion Question:

If you could change one thing about yourself, what would you change? Answers will vary
Comprehension Questions:

1. What do you think the machine was that came upon Tally’s camp? a helicopter
2. How do the two rivers remind Tally of Shay? she remembers the conversation where she told Shay that she hated the right side of her face
Firestorm – pgs. 172-177

Bug Eyes – pgs. 178-186

Comprehension Questions:

1. Who are the Bug Eyes? What are they doing? they are rangers who are setting fire to a field of orchids
2. Explain the contradiction in the phragmipedium panthera. it is a beautiful plant that is killing all other plant life around it, a beautiful weed
Lies – pgs. 187-194

Identify:

David a teenager who leads runaways to the Smoke
Comprehension Questions:

1. Why do the Smokies meet newcomers out in the orchids? so that no one can lead anyone else to the camp just in case of a spy
2. How does Tally explain coming to the Smoke? she tells everyone she left the night before her birthday and that she just needed time to think about her decision to join them
The Model – pgs. 195-202

Identify:

The Boss an old Ugly who helps run the camp and the library
Comprehension Question:

1. Why are the magazines so fascinating? they have pictures of what the Rusties thought of as pretty
Work – pgs. 203-211

Comprehension Questions:

1. What concerns does Tally have at lunch? all the wood being cut down for the table and what meat is in the stew
2. What is Tally’s first job in the Smoke? to help dig out steel from the ground railroad tracks
David – pgs. 212-219

Comprehension Questions:

1. What makes David an unusual Smoky? he is not a runaway, he was born in the Smoke
2. What did David’s parents do when they ran away? they reversed their operation
Heartthrob – pgs. 220-228 

Comprehension Questions:

1. How does Shay misinterpret Tally’s heart necklace? that Tally met someone back in Uglyville and he gave her the necklace
2. What big decision must Tally make? whether or not to activate the necklace and betray the Smoke
Suspicion – pgs. 229-242

Identify:

Croy, Astrix friends of Shay, older they went to the Smoke first
Comprehension Questions:

1. What gift does David give Tally? a pair of gloves
2. What makes them special? they were his, nothing is ever thrown away in the Smoke and gifts are important
3. What is clear cutting? Why don’t some of the Smokies want to do it? cutting down all of the trees in an area, they still feel they need to leave nature alone
4. How does Croy catch Tally in her runaway lie? he figures out the number of dehydrated food packs she should have had left over
5. Why is Shay upset with Tally? she likes David and thinks that Tally is stealing him from her
Bravery – pgs. 243-252

Comprehension Questions:

1. Why does David think Tally is brave? he thinks she left home to check on Shay because she was worried about her, Tally made the journey all alone
2. Who does David want Tally to meet? his parents
The Secret – pgs. 253-261

Identify:

Maddy, Az David’s parents
Comprehension Question:

1. Where do David’s parents live? in a cave/house just outside the Smoke
Pretty Minds – pgs. 262-268

Comprehension Questions:

1. What were David’s parents before they left the city? cosmetic surgeons
2. What did Maddy and Az find in their research on the Pretty operation? those that had the operation had brain lesions
3. Contrast the Pretties who tested negative with all the other Pretties. those that tested negative were able to think better, they had jobs that required them to be able to make quick decisions
Burning Bridges – pgs. 269-284

Comprehension Questions:

1. How do Maddy and Az become Uglies again? they reverse part of the operation they had to become Pretty
2. Why does Tally throw the locket into the fire in front of David? she decides to stay with them and she wants David to know that she wants to be with him and not with the person who gave her the locket
Part Three – Into the Fire

Invasion – pgs. 287-296

Comprehension Questions:

1. What does The Boss try to save from the Specials? some of the magazines from the library
2. How does Tally try to escape? the Boss uses a special pepper to throw into the eyes of the attackers
The Rabbit Pen – pgs. 297-303

In Case of Damage – pgs. 304-312

Comprehension Question:

1. How is Tally able to escape from the Specials? she makes them think she is retrieving the locket and then jumps on a hoverboard
Run – pgs. 313-318
Amazing – pgs. 319-324

Comprehension Question:

1. Who else has escaped the Specials? David
Ruin – pgs. 325-332

Comprehension Questions:

1. What was the pile of shoes for? Croy knew Tally did not have any shoes on and was attempting an escape, so he got other Uglies to leave their shoes behind for her
2. What happened to the Boss? he is killed by the Specials
Maddy and Az – pgs. 333-339

Comprehension Questions:

1. What has happened to David’s parents? they have been taken captive
2. What do David and Tally find in a cave near David’s parent’s house? survival gear and supplies
The Oil Plague – pgs. 340-347
Comprehension Questions:

1. What does David say happened to the Rusties? someone created a bacteria that made oil explode, some Rusties were killed trying to escape in their cars
Familiar Sights – pgs. 348-358

Accomplices – pgs. 359-366

Over the Edge – pgs. 367-373

Comprehension Questions:

1. What kind of diversion do the Uglies give David and Tally? they set off fireworks that say “The Smoke Lives”
2. How do David and Tally get into the Special Circumstances building? they bounce there using bungee jackets and hoverboards
Inside – pgs. 374-381

Comprehension Question:

1. What has happened to Shay? she has been turned into a Pretty
Rescue – pgs. 382-388

Comprehension  Questions:

1. How is Shay different? she isn’t upset anymore that Tally betrayed the Smoke and stole David from her
2. What has happened to David’s father? he was killed
Getaway – pgs. 389-397

Comprehension Question:

1. Why does Maddy tear fabric from each person’s outfit? there are trackers in the cloth
Night Alone – pgs. 398-404

Hippocratic Oath – pgs. 405-414
Comprehension Questions:

1. Why won’t Maddy give the cure to Shay? because Shay is refusing the pills and Maddy won’t force her to experiment when she’s not in her right mind
2. What does Tally volunteer to do? become a Pretty and then take the cure
Confessions – pgs. 415-419

Comprehension Questions:
1. How did Maddy find out that Tally was a spy? Dr. Cable told her and then Tally confessed
2. How does David react when he finds out that Tally was a spy? he gets mad and then leaves
Down the River – pgs. 420-425

Discussion Questions:

Would you use an experimental drug to cure you of an illness if you knew there was a 1% chance that you could end up a vegetable? Answers will vary
How would you feel if you found out your best friend accidentally betrayed you? Answers will vary
Comprehension Question:

1. What does Tally put into writing? that she is going to become a Pretty and then take the pills that will cure her so that later, she will have proof that she actually wanted to take the pills
